
My experience in these past days: 

Italy, land of sunny weather and wonderful pasta. A place where you can relax in a gelateria, soaking up the 

sun and buy a delicious pizza for half the price than in Austria. A place where you can see the remains of 

the Roman empire and marvel at it’s ancient beauty. All those things I have found to be a reality in the 

small town of “Acquaviva delle fonti”, where kind, funny and helpful students the “liceo don milani” go to 

school. Alongside them were students of Portugal, Lithuania, Finnland and (my country) Austria.  

Now you’re probably asking: “What did you do in Italy other than get sunburnt and gain 5 kilos due to a 

pasta overload?”. Well on the first day after we arrived we traveled from the grand city of Bari via train to 

Acquaviva delle fonti, where we were greeted by kind faces of the Italian students. We were shown the 

way to the main hall, where we didn’t only meet the other students from the other countries, but also 

where the impressive orchestra and other students performed for us in a very entertaining fashion. We 

spent a lot of time there, socializing with the students and making many friends. I myself could practise my 

lacking Italian skills. A while after we went on a sightseeing tour through the old city of Acquaviva. The 

cathedral, the city hall, the theater and a museum of the history of the city were all shown to us. With us 

was a lectured guide who was telling stories, that we wouldn’t have otherwise learned.  

On the second day we had the opportunity to be amazed from the deep history of Bari. We met near the 

“Piazza del ferrarese” and listened to interesting stories of the buildings before entering the old city. The 

scenery was like in a movie, clothes hanging from balconies of buildings, older than the United States of 

America, narrow alleys with tall homes and three old ladies, working on the street, cutting up 

“Orecchiette”. Orecchiette are a type of pasta, cut up into small pieces. The ladies were cutting and shaping 

the food in a masterful, almost automated matter. It was very fascinating and i even bought a kilo of 

Orecchiette.  

Shortly after we were greeted by a massive building of significant importance. The San Nicolas Cathedral. If 

I’d say everything i learned that day about that one Church, I’d be sitting here until we leave. Then we 

traveled to Monopoly, took a quick tour around town and I ate the most delicious ice cream I’ve ever had. 

We also went to the beach, where we ate our packed lunch and I swam in the cool mediterranian sea.  

But our day wasn’t over. We traveled to the town of Polignano, where the natural caves and cervices are 

used as a tourist attraction. A restaurant is located in those caves, with a beautiful view of the deep blue 

sea. Once again, I had delicious gelato. 

On the third day we were back in the liceo don milani. We were put in premade groups and spent time 

doing activities in the school. I played chess against the students and practised Italian smalltalk. Our lunch 

was also very delicious. 

In my opinion until now my trip has been a new experience which i have thoroughly enjoyed. I try new 

Italian food every day and expand my pallate. I’ve found new friends and my wish to live in this country has 

only been reinforced. 


